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Grapheme and mnemonic Picture card Pronunciation phrase Formation phrase

Show your teeth and and let the s | Under the snake's chin, slde down.
hiss out ssssss ssssss and round it tail

Open your mouth wide and make | Around the astronaur’s helmet, and.
the ‘@ sound at the back of your | down into space.
mouhaaa

Open your lps, put the tip of your | From the tiger's nose to s tall,

ot e ot e prs |t fllow h e acros he
wg tee tiger
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Hurley Primary School

Heanley Lane

Hurley 

CV9 2HY

Tel: 01827 872207
             Email: admin2032@welearn365.com 

September 2021

New Phonics Scheme 
Dear Parents/Carers,

What is phonics?
Phonics is a method of teaching children to read by linking sounds (phonemes) and the symbols that represent them (graphemes, or letter groups). 

At the end of last year, we invested in a new phonics scheme, ‘Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised’, that we shall be using in Reception and Year 1. The new scheme not only teaches children phonics, but links it explicitly to the teaching of reading. 
How will we be teaching phonics? 

Your child will have five phonics lessons a week. During the week, children will learn four new phonemes (sounds) and on the Friday, the phonemes from the week will be reviewed. If your child falls behind, is absent or struggles with a particular phoneme, extra ‘keep-up’ work to support them will be put in place. This may be done in small groups or individually. Your child may come home with stickers on their sleeves with words they have been practicing during ‘keep-up’ work. If they do, please challenge them by asking them what the word says to support the recall of these sounds! Some extra flashcards may be sent home for you to practice with your child. 
Your child’s class teacher may send home useful handouts, such as the image below, to help you understand how we are teaching the graphemes (letters used to make the sound/phoneme).

[image: image3.png](B Email- S Hardman HPS -Ou. X | @ hitps/fwwitewandie

€ > C O @ nhps/n

Apps @ W

Learn365 Home.

x

@ hitps/futtewandie

x

@ Vear_1_Spring

v ittlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/

W Email- S Hardman

Rising Stars

L}

Log In < Jigsaw 3-11

templatein X | G behaviour policy -Goo x | +

B The Nations College (B Currulum resesre

o x

x* @ :

Reacing st





How will we be teaching reading?

In school, your child will have targeted reading practice three times a week at the correct phonic stage. The book they use will only contain phonemes and tricky words that they have been taught. These sessions will be done in a small group with a trained adult. The same book will be used for all three lessons in the week. The first lesson will focus on decoding the words using their phonics, the second lesson will focus on prosody (expression and fluency in reading) and the third lesson will focus on comprehension. Once the book has been read by your child at school, it will be sent home as their reading book. Your child will not be heard to read separately to these Reading Practice lessons. 
How can you support your child with their reading?
Although your child will be taught to read at school, you will have a huge impact on their reading journey by continuing their practice at home.
There are two types of reading book that your child will bring home:

· Their weekly reading practice book as described above. This will be at the correct phonic stage for your child. They should be able to read this fluently and independently. If your child is reading it with little help, please don’t worry that it’s too easy – your child needs to develop fluency and confidence in reading. Listen to them read the book. Remember to give them lots of praise – celebrate their success! If they can’t read a word, read it to them. After they have finished, talk about the book together. This book will be changed on a weekly basis. 
· Sharing books. In order to encourage your child to become a lifelong reader, it is important that they learn to read for pleasure. The sharing book is a book for you to enjoy together. Please remember that you shouldn’t expect your child to read this alone. Read it to or with them. Discuss the pictures, enjoy the story, predict what might happen next, use different voices for the characters, explore the facts in a non-fiction book. The main thing is that you have fun! We shall be sending home two/three sharing books a week for you to enjoy together. (Please find attached a list of questions that you can use to discuss the book with your child). Your child’s class teacher will let you know in their class newsletter the day for changing books. 
When will you get books at home?

Your child’s first reading book will be sent home in the next couple of weeks. We need time to complete the Reading Practice lessons first so they have read the book in school, before sending it home. We will make sure that sharing books are sent home as soon as possible. More details about sending sharing books home can be found in your child’s class newsletter. 
Reading Awards
We are going to postpone starting the Reading Awards in Reception and KS1 whilst we settle into our new phonics and reading lessons. However, please make sure you still sign your child’s home/school diary to show when they have read their reading book or when you have read their sharing book with them.
Parent Phonics and Reading Workshop

We are hoping to hold a Reading and Phonics workshop in the Autumn term to provide more information about how we teach these vital areas in EYFS and Key Stage 1, as well as offering advice on how you can help at home. More details will follow soon. 

In the meantime, there is a useful page for parents on the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised website, providing videos on how to say the phonemes (sounds), how we teach phonics and about the Reading Practice. https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/ 

We are very excited about starting this new phonics and reading scheme with your child and we thank you for your support and patience whilst we settle into the programme. 
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If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher or you can email/speak to me directly, wyatt.s@welearn365.com.
Kind regards,
Mrs. Hardman
English Lead
